JUNE 16]              ST JOHN FRANCIS REGIS, C                    647

away hearing his mother speak of the horrible misfortune of being eternally
damned; which discourse made a lasting impression on his tender heart
In his childhood he never discovered any inclination to the amusements of
that age. The same disposition made him refuse at his school to join his
companions in the innocent diversions of an age generally too eager for
play. His first master was one of a morose, hasty temper, under whom
this modest and bashful child had much to suffer; all which he bore
without the least complaint The Jesuits having opened a public school
at Beziers, he was one of the first whom the reputation of its professors
drew to the new college. His gravity increased with his years, nor was
he to be seen in the beautiful walks which were chiefly crowded by his
schoolfellows. Avaricious of his time, he scarcely allowed himself any for
necessary relaxation. Sundays and holy-days were a most precious time
to him, and he divided them entirely between pious reading and devotions
at home and in the church. He was often seen on those days retired in
a chapel and bathed in tears in the presence of Jesus Christ, the tender
object of his affections. His conduct made him for some time the subject
of his young companions' scorn and railleries; which his constancy changed
at last into veneration. He performed many exercises in honour of the
Blessed Virgin, with a particular confidence in her patronage, especially
after he was enrolled in a confraternity under her name erected in the
Jesuits' college. He had a singular devotion to his good angel, and
improved every escape from any danger into a motive of redoubling his
fervour and gratitude towards God. By the influence of his holy example,
and by his religious discourses which were animated with a peculiar unction
and divine fire, he inflamed many of his companions with the love of virtue
and reclaimed several from dangerous courses. Six of the most fervent
associated themselves with him in the same lodgings and formed a kind of
regular seminary, looking upon him as their living rule, and honouring
him as a saint and their master in a spiritual life.

In the eighteenth year of his age he was visited with a dangerous
sickness, under which his patience and piety moved exceedingly all that
came to see him. Soon after his recovery he made a spiritual retreat to
deliberate on the choice of a state of life; and finding in his heart a strong
impulse to devote himself to labour in procuring the salvation of souls in
the Society of Jesus, and being confirmed by the advice of his confessor
that this desire was a call of God, he earnestly begged to be admitted and
was readily received by F. Francis Suarez, provincial of the Jesuits, then
at Beziers, upon his visitation of that college. The postulant entered his
noviceship with great joy at Toulouse, in the nineteenth year of his age,
on the Sth of December 1616. Here being no longer divided between
study and prayer, he gave himself to so close a union with God as to
seem to be never without attention to his presence. His punctual eotatt-